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a year, those whose health permitted were given a chance to travel,
mostly on foot.
Children were not admitted without being thoroughly examined
as to their moral and mental condition. No fees were charged against
either students or candidates, but parents or members themselves
were expected to contribute as much as they could afford towards
the expenses of the ashram. The sympathizers helped to run the
ashram by donations.
Visitors were allowed but they were requested, during their stay,
to observe the rules of the ashram. The parents of the inmates were
especially welcome, but they were expected to bring with them
then- bedding and eating utensils.
The ashram had been in existence only a few months when Gandhi
was put to an unexpected test. He received a letter from Amritlal
Thakkar alias Thakkar Bapa, saying that a humble and honest
untouchable family was desirous of joining the ashram. After con-
sulting his colleagues, Gandhi decided to accept the untouchable
family, provided all its members were ready to abide by the rules
of the ashram. The family consisted of Dudabhai, who had been a
teacher in Bombay, his wife Danibehn, and their daughter Laxmi.
They all agreed to abide by the rules and were accepted.
Their admission created a flutter amongst the sympathizers of the
ashram. The very first difficulty was found with regard to the use of
the well. The man in charge of the water-lift started looking at the
ashramites as if they were all untouchables. He objected that drops
of water from the ashramites' buckets would pollute him. So he took
to swearing at them and molesting Dudabhai.
Gandhi found himself on trial. He told every one to put up with
the abuse at all cost. Here satyagraha resulted in a victory and the
man became ashamed and ceased to bother them. All monetary
help, however, was stopped. There were rumours of social boycott
but Gandhi was now determined to stick to Ahmedabad and, if
necessary, to shift the ashram to the untouchables* quarters and to
live by manual labour.
Soon the ashram funds ran out. To Gandhi's great surprise, some
rich man one day drew up his car near the ashram quarters and
told him that he wanted to give some help. When Gandhi said he
would welcome it, the stranger brought on the next day Rs. 13,000,,
placed the donation in Gandhi*s hands and left* The anonymous